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Background: Social Area students take a written Preliminary Examination during the Spring
Semester of their third year in the program. The exam is taken in two parts: a sit-down exam
and a take-home exam (see Social Area Handbook).

Below is the core list of readings for the Preliminary Examination. It represents the
minimum knowledge base required to pass the exam. You should also review your course
readings (especially core Social and Personality courses and the research methods course).
We further urge you to stay current on the major professional journals (e.g., JPSP, PSPB) so
that you are familiar with current research and issues in social psychology. We also suggest
that for each review of a particular research program, you read at least one original journal
article that describes a study discussed in the article or chapter. This is the best way to
become familiar with the methods and procedures utilized in a line of research. In general, in
preparing for the preliminary exam, you should be able to thoughtfully summarize, critique,
and integrate the major approaches in social psychology.
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